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My parents taught me at an early age the importance of being involved.  The phrase “you 

get out of it what you put in it” has always been something that I felt was important to 

life.  OEAFCS has been a great organization that I am proud to be a part of.  From attend-

ing the state meeting to serving as a State Officer, I have benefitted both personally and 

professionally.   

 

Last year at the NEAFCS annual meeting I had the opportunity to attend various sessions 

that I felt would benefit me.  Two in particular have.  I participated in an in-depth session 

on Outdoor Cooking.  This sparked my interest in cast iron cooking and outdoor cooking.  

I have shared this knowledge I gained with 4-H youth and have workshops and demon-

strations planned at our Farmer’s Markets, child care facilities and with OHCE. 

 

I also attended a session that was presented on the AmeriCorps NCCC program.  During 

the session I kept thinking of all the projects I’m involved in in my county and how we 

can benefit from this program.  I brought the information back home and shared with var-

ious groups I partner with and I wrote a proposal.  It was accepted and we were selected 

to have a team of AmeriCorps NCCC members provide services in our county beginning 

in April.  It is predicted that the projects that they will be helping us with will be worth 

over $100,000.  All of this because I attended a session at NEAFCS!   

 

Thank you to those who step up and volunteer each time I have sent out a request for 

needing volunteers to help with various tasks.  Have you served on any NEAFCS com-

mittees?  Each one I have volunteered to serve on I have gained ideas and learned about 

Extension program across the United States.  Please visit the NEAFCS website and join a 

committee.  It doesn’t mean you have to travel anywhere.  Most of the work is done 

through emails and online.   

 

Omaha, Nebraska will be the site of the 2017 NEAFCS Annual Session.  Information is 

posted on NEAFCS website and Facebook pages.  It will be another great conference to 

network, gain ideas, and learn about programming in other states.  Have you been reading 

the NEAFCS newsletter and looking for the ear of corn?  I have and I’m now in the draw-

ing for a free registration to the meeting! 

 

I am looking forward to the 2017 OEAFCS Annual Meeting.  Dana Baldwin and her 

committee have been diligently preparing for this meeting.  “Facing the Future – Togeth-

er” is the theme.  We are facing challenges ahead.  If we work together as a team, keep a 

positive outlook and keep doing what we do best (meeting the needs of Oklahomans) we 

will see the benefits of our hard work.   
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Continued: 
 

As we left the conference last year, I challenged each of you to “Work Out Loud”.  We do a great job of helping people 

help themselves.  We have vision.  We are relevant.  We are innovative.  We just don’t always take the time to let others 

know about the important work we are doing.  I have observed more of us “Working Out Loud” through social media 

posts.  Let’s keep it up and make it a part of EVERY program we do.  Thank you for everything you do to improve the 

lives of Okahoman’s. 

 
JCEP Leadership Conference 2017 

I feel fortunate to have been able to attend the 2017 Joint Council for Extension Professional’s (JCEP_ Leadership Con-

ference in Orlando, Florida in February.  The JCEP Conference brings together individuals from around the nation from 

all levels and subject matter areas to support Extension leadership succession planning and leadership development.   

The theme was “Emerging Leadership for Tomorrow’s Extension.”  The keynote speaker was Dan Gallagher who spoke 

on “The Self-Aware Leader” which is also the title of a book he has published.  His presentation was thought-provoking 

in helping you self-reflect on your current leadership style and look at changes you can make to become a better leader. 

The two day conference was filled with many opportunities to network with Extension Professionals from all areas of 

Extension.  The concurrent sessions and poster sessions were focused on engaging professionals in identifying and ad-

dressing leadership strategies around emerging issues.  We also met with our associations and interacted with our Na-

tional Leadership Team and Affiliate leaders from across the nation.   

Thank you for this opportunity to learn. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy Enyart 

OEAFCS State President 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear OEAFCS members: 

Spring has arrived and with the new season we also have enjoyed going around the 

state to all the OHCE district meetings. I enjoyed the opportunity to visit with you dur-

ing the educators’ session. 

OEAFCS is well represented by Lynda Latta in the PILD meeting in DC. We prepared 

an impact fact sheet for her to distribute on your behalf to the UC congressional dele-

gation. Likewise, the impact statement for NEAFCS have been completed. Kudos to 

you all for the hard work and to Kimberly Williams for putting together the state level 

summaries. 

We realize that most of you are concerned about the future of Extension in this federal, 

state and local budget climate. More than ever now, we need you to work together, sup-

port each other (OEAFCS is a great way to do this), and to demonstrate to the people of 

the state that you make a positive difference each and every day to improve lives, com-

munities and the economy. 

The best thing you can do is to continue to elevate your FCS programming and make it 

visible. Please invite your elected officials to come to your programs so they can see in 

real time what you do. And remember that in the state office we are here to serve you. 

Thank you for all that you always do. We are a great family in FCS.  

Dr. Jorge H. Atiles 

Associate Dean, Extension & Engagement 

A Message from Dr. Atiles 

Dr. Jorge H. Atiles 
Associate Dean,  
Extension &  
Engagement 
OSU College of Hu-
man Sciences 
Oklahoma Coopera-
tive Extension Ser-
vice  
College of Human 
Sciences 
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OEAFCS Annual Conference 

Registration is open for the 2017 OEAFCS Annual Conference on April 19, 20 & 21 at the Em-

bassy Suites Hotel, 1815 S. Meridian in Oklahoma City!  On pages 8 through 10 you will find 

information regarding the conference.  I hope everyone is looking forward to attend.   This 

year’s theme is “Facing the Future- Together”. 

 

Registration materials can also be found at oeafcs.okstate.edu under the annual conference tab. 

Registration will need to be mailed to the Dana Baldwin in Major County with a postmark date of April 3. 

Donations for awards and/or the 4-H advanced FCS scholarship will need to be mailed to Kristy Spalding in Washita 

County.  

 

Please plan to come and enjoy the time networking with co-workers and friends  

Professional Development 

 

 

 

Public Affairs 
Lynda Latta 

Vice President of Public Affairs 

Dana Baldwin, VP of  
Professional Development 

ARTICLE V - OFFICERS 

SECTION I. Officers. 
The Officers of the Association shall be the President, Vice-President for 

 Public Affairs, Vice-President for Professional Development, Vice-President for Member Resources, Vice-

President for Awards and Recognition, Secretary, Treasurer, President-Elect, Secretary-Elect, Treasurer-Elect, 

and a Director from each OCES district. The Historian and Chaplain shall be appointed by the President for 

the President’s tenure of office. 

The Parliamentarian and Nominating Committee Chair shall be the immediate past president. 

SECTION 2. Qualifications. 

Officers shall be elected from the active membership of the Association. 

The elected officers of Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Director must be: 

Members of the Association for three consecutive years. 

Be in attendance at the Annual State Meeting at the time votes are cast for election. 

The president shall be selected from any of the past elected officers of Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, or 

Director. The candidate should meet the qualifications of the other officers as above and be an Association 

member for five years. 

I look forward to attending the PILD Conference next week.  I will bring news back to share 

with OEAFCS at the State Meeting.   

The Public Affairs Committee is responsible for making changes to the OEAFCS Constitu-

tion.  After discussion with the board, a suggestion was made to revise the wording in order 

to help secure more members for roles in OEAFCS officer positions.   

The wording of the constitution has made replacing some District Directors difficult in cur-

rent situations. 

Please take a moment to review the change in the wording to Article V, Section 2, item number 1.  The removal of the 

word consecutive is proposed.  This will be voted on at the upcoming April business meeting.  
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Awards and Recognition  
Submitted by 
Donna Jung,  

VP for Reports and Awards  

 

2017 Awards and Recognition 

 

I want to thank each person that took the time to fill out and submit an 

award application.  We had 37 award applications this year; each one    

 reflected the  high quality programming that extension officers in Oklahoma.  They were all 

excellent applications - 24 of them were sent to compete for national awards.  

 

The state winners will be announced at the OEAFCS Awards Banquet on Friday, April 21st. 

 

I encourage each member to begin thinking about submitting an award application next 

year. Remember, evaluation is an important aspect for  almost all of the awards. 

Past President’s Report  

Nominees were selected for each of the elected board position in 2017.  This is a great slate of officers and all are very 

deserving of their position.  I want to thank each person for taking the time to think about and accept the opportunity 

presented to them.  I understand it can be intimidating to take on a leadership role but have no doubt that each person on 

the ballot would do an amazing job for OEAFCS.   

 

President Elect:  

These have both served in an elected office in the past, and been an active member for 5 years. 

Jean Bailey – Dewey County, Northwest Distr ict            Radonna Sawatzky – Custer  County, Southwest Distr ict 

 

VP for Professional Development: 

These nominees are from the active membership and members for 3 years. 

Cheryl Lively – Greer  County, Southwest Distr ict  

 

VP for Awards and Recognition: 

These nominees are from the active membership and members for 3 years. 

Diana Romano – CNEP State Specialist, Northeast District             Penny King – Rogers County, Northeast Distr ict  

 

Treasurer Elect:  

These nominees are from the active membership and members for 3 years. 

Donna Jung – Canadian County, Southwest Distr ict                Nancy Self – Creek County, Northeast District  

 

These nominates will be presented at the Annual Meeting on April 20th for your selection.  Be looking for candidate 

information at registration to help you learn more about their vision and qualification for their position.      

Past President 
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Member Resources 

 

Congratulations to Melody Ennis who won the fundraising incentive from 2016. As of December 31st 

Melody has contributed $582.87. This awards her $125 from OEAFCS and $500 from Dr. Atiles for 

professional development funds. As we try to finish out the endowment of our FCS Advance Scholar-

ship please consider making a donation along with your conference registration. To finish the endow-

ment we just a little under $1300 dollars.  

 

 

Submitted by 
Amanda Ford  

Vice President Member Resources 

FEW Report Lynn Bean, FEW President 

 

 

FEW held its annual fall get together on October 6, 2016 in Anadarko. Mary Jean Easterling and her daughter 

Lucy Clinton planned an educational, fun filled trip for us. Ranel Lasley and the Caddo County Extension Of-

fice graciously hosted our group's "meet and greet" in their awesome conference room/kitchen.  It would be 

wonderful if every Extension Office in Oklahoma could have a facility like this! Ranel also gave us an update 

on the many programs she is providing in Caddo County.  Thanks Ranel for your hospitality!   

 

 Our tours started with a trip to the Anadarko Heritage Museum. The museum features historic infor-

mation on Native American, European and African descendants who settled in the Caddo County area.  These 

pioneers of Caddo County created a diverse community of rich heritage that defines Southwest Oklahoma.  It 

was surprising for me to see what a hub Caddo County is for US Government agencies and Native American 

Tribal Governments.   

 

 We then headed to the Anadarko Community Library where we checked out some beautiful Stephen 

Mopope paintings. Stephen Mopope, a Kiowa Indian, was born August 14, 1900, near Ft. Cobb. He studied 

art at the University of Oklahoma and after that he and four other artists became internationally known as the 

"Five Kiowas".  If you're ever in Anadarko be sure to check out other murals of his in the Post Office.   

 

 Lunch and our fall business meeting took place at "The Eatery" in Downtown.  The food was great 

and the fellowship was even better!  And let's get real here...what type of "business" do a bunch of retired 

FEW members have to discuss other than catching up on what has been going on in each other's lives after 

retirement and wondering what's going on in OCES and the counties that we were a part of so many years.  

We strongly care about OCES and the programming that it offers to the residents of Oklahoma.   Please let us 

know if there is any we can assist OEAFCS in these trying budget times.    
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NEWS FROM THE NORTHEAST DISTRICT– Trinity Brown 
Hello! from the Northeast District!  I am Trinity Brown, Pawnee County Extension Educator, FCS/4-H Youth Development and 

CED, and the Northeast District OEAFCS Director.  I live in Pawnee, which is the county seat for Pawnee County. I have 3 daugh-

ters.  My oldest daughter, Taelor, is 16 years old and a Sophomore at Pawnee High School.  She is very active in sports; she loves 

softball and basketball; and she was selected as the Basketball Sophomore attendant this year.  She is also active in 4-H, FFA, BE-

TA, and FCCLA, and in her free time, if she has any, she likes to draw and work on leather crafts.  She received her driver’s license 

this year and she has been a good chauffeur.   My middle daughter, Maelee, is in the 2nd grade and stays active in Tap, Ballet, Jazz 

and Acro dance.  She also likes to play basketball and softball; and this summer, she will join 4-H.  Maelee is my little dancer and 

we don’t walk anywhere anymore because we do cartwheels everywhere we go.  My youngest daughter is my baby, Kensley.  She 

brings the most excitement to my life.  She is my child who likes to have the last word on everything!  She talks non-stop, but has 

one of the biggest hearts.  She is full of life and keeps this mom going.  She is in Pre-K this year and she has learned so much.  I 

have been married to my High School sweetheart, Jerod Brown, for 17 years and we stay busy working and raising our children.  

This past year, I have received the Wal-Mart Healthy Living Grant to conduct cooking schools for Pawnee and Payne Counties.   

The Northeast District has had a great year.  We had our Fall FCS District Meeting on November 17 th at the Historic town of Paw-

nee.  Our first destination was the Pawnee Nation Roam Chief Building where we met to hear updated news from Brenda Miller, 

Northeast District FCS Program Specialist, and Randy Pirtle, Northeast District Director.  Lunch was catered by Click’s Steakhouse 

and it was delicious!  From there, we took a tour of the Pawnee Bill Museum and Ranch.  I would like to thank my committee mem-

bers, Amy O’Bryan, Penny King, Melanie Taylor and Brenda Miller, for helping to make the meeting a success.  The Northeast 

District has 29 active members with three new members this year.  In the Northeast District, we have one vacant FCS positions lo-

cated in Wagoner County. 

Tracy Lane, Tulsa County, received the Epsilon Sigma Phi Distinguished Service Award in January at the awards luncheon during 

the Statewide CED Training.  She also got engaged to Cary McKaughan on Christmas Eve! 

Diana Romano received an FCS Ambassadors Award to attend NEAFCS to present a session on diversity.  She has also been nomi-

nated to be a fellow of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics for her many contributions as chair of the Latino Dietitians.   

Jan and Mark Maples’ sons are continuing their higher education journey – Robbie is a graduate student at the University of Arkan-

sas in Fayetteville pursuing a Master of Higher Education and Josh is finishing his junior year at Oklahoma State University pursu-

ing a double major in Plant and Soil Science and Ag Business. 

Melanie Taylor, McIntosh County, has received a 4-H Enhancement Grant to do a youth cooking school this summer.  She has had 

four NRA grant applications go on to the national level for review funding.  Her son, Reed, is a senior at NSU, so hopefully she will 

have a college graduate soon!  Her daughter, Lizzie, got married last year to a Marine stationed at Camp Pendleton, so she moved to 

San Diego, CA and is expecting Melanie’s first grandbaby in mid-September!  Her two youngest children keep her busy with T-

ball, soccer, peewee cheer and much more.   

Gale Mills, Washington and Nowata Counties, is proud of her son, Ben Mills, who earned his Eagle Scout this past September.  Ben 

is a senior this year at Bartlesville High School and will graduate in May. 

Northeast District FCS Program Specialist, Brenda Miller’s son, Blake, graduated from OSU in December and is now in Nursing 

School at OSU-IT.  Her son, Brandon, married Whitney Dockrey on January 14th and she is a beautiful addition to the Miller Fami-

ly!  Brenda and Billy recently celebrated 30 years of marriage! 

Ana Teresa Atiles, daughter of Dr. Jorge and Julia Atiles, is a senior at Stillwater High School and she was selected as the Oklaho-

ma Distinguished Young Woman for 2017 and will compete in Mobile, AL this summer for the National Distinguished Young 

Woman. 

Dea Rash, Payne County, will soon have another college graduate.  Her youngest daughter, Madison, is pursuing a Bachelor’s de-

gree in Family & Consumer Sciences Education at Oklahoma State University and she will graduate in May.  Madison is currently 

student teaching at Ripley High School.  Her oldest daughter, Kendra, graduated from Columbia University in New York City with 

a Master of Arts degree in Quantitative Methods in the Social Sciences (QMSS).  She lives in New York City near Central Park and 

is an Analyst for the Federal Farm Credit Funding Corporation in Jersey City, NJ.  Dea has received a Wal-Mart Healthy Living 

Grant this year to conduct youth cooking schools in Payne and Pawnee Counties. 

Michelle Bonicelli, Tulsa County, and her husband celebrated 30 years of marriage and built a new house in 2016!  Her 

daughter got married in July 2016, with a short 3-month engagement! In May 2017, her son is graduating from OSU 

with a Mechanical Engineering degree, starting his career, and getting married!  Amanda Ford, Oklahoma County, and 

Michelle, received a $15,000 Ambassadors Grant to conduct Master Wellness Volunteer Programs in Oklahoma and 

Tulsa Counties and they both completed the 5-week training.  Tulsa County had four graduates and Oklahoma County 

had seven graduates. Graduates have committed to volunteer at least 40 hours during 2017. Michelle and Amanda are 

excited to have the graduates volunteer as they are a creative, energetic group who are eager to educate the community. 
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Kathy Enyart, Ottawa County, received a 4-H Enhancement Grant for $500 to help with teaching cooking skills to 4-H 
members.  Ottawa County Extension Office was nominated as the Outstanding Non-Profit for the Miami Area Chamber 
of Commerce.  Kathy is going to become a “Grammy” to her first grandchild in May. 
 

We would like to welcome Cindy Clampet back to Extension working at the state level in Finance and Resource Management and 

to the Northeast District! 

 

Northwest OEAFCS News-  Jean Bailey 

The Northwest District has thirteen members enrolled. We welcome one new member to our organization - Susan Holliday FCS/4-

H educator in Woods County.  We are pleased to announce the open FCS educator positions in Kingfisher and Kay counties have 

been filled. 

 Our district annual fall in-service was held in Enid. The day started with a tour, cooking demonstrations, and food tasting at 

the Downtown Kitchen Store.  We then moved to Five80 Coffeehouse for lunch.  This is a restaurant based on the business model 

“one world everyone eats.”  The afternoon was spent at the Garfield county extension office where Cindy Conner, district program 

specialist hosted the FCS updates session.  Several OEAFCS members shared program information or ideas gained during the na-

tional meeting. 

 Dana Baldwin, Major County, received a LDCE grant for a Leadership Fairview program and was one of 3 individuals 

named Citizen of the Year in Fairview for their work on a recreational trails project.  

 Arleen James, Texas County, received the Administrative Leadership Award and the Diversity Multicultural Individual 

Award from Omicron chapter of Epsilon sigma Phi. She also received the Wal-Mart Healthy Living Grant in the amount of 

$2,495.00. 

 Susan Holliday, Woods County, received a $750 Ambassadors Grant and a $1,500 4-H Healthy Living grant. 

 Jean Bailey, Dewey County, received a continuing school Organ Wise Guys grant for the Seiling elementary school.  She 

also received a 4-H enrichment grant in the sum of $500.00 to help with the quilt trail project.     

 Lynda Latta, Ellis County, received a 4-H enhancement grant for $500.00 to help with the quilt trail project. 

 Lindsey Miner, Nobel County, received a CE-FCS Ambassadors grant in the sum of $850.00 to conduct Days for Girls. 

 Cynthia Klumpp, Logan County, received two 4-H enhancement grants for $500.00 each. 

 Our district members are also celebrating family success- es, some of them include: 

 Meagan Rhodes, daughter of Joy Rhodes, Blaine County will be receiving her Master’s degree in Agriculture Eco-

nomics from OSU. 

 Joseph Bailey, son of Jean Bailey, Dewey County will be receiving his Bachelor’s degree in Business from OSU. 

 Cynthia Klumpp’s daughter, Elizabeth, is graduating from Edmond North High School and will be attending OSU in the 

fall.  She will be studying architectural engineering. 

 Cindy Conner, NW District, welcomed a new grandson, Charlie Edward Conner.  Parents are Dusty and Brittany Conner, 

sisters are Averly and Emerie. 

 Lynda Latta, Ellis County, is excited that her daughter and son-in-law are now foster care parents.  Lynda has enjoyed 

spending time with little ones needing Grandma time. 

 

2017 Annual Session 

Hilton Omaha & Convention Center 

October 16-19 
An exciting NEAFCS professional development is waiting for you at the 2017 Annual Meeting in 

Omaha, Nebraska, October 16-19. You will be challenged by dynamic keynote speakers, experience 

innovative programming and meet other NEAFCS professionals. Plan now to “harvest opportunities” 

in historic Omaha, NE. from a wealth of activities designed to increase your teaching capacity and stimulate the curiosity of your 

clientele. 
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OEAFCS Annual Conference Registration 

April 19-21, 2017 

Embassy Suites, Oklahoma City, OK 
 

Registration Postmark Deadline: April 3, 2017 
 

Name:                                                                      County: 

Title:   

Address: 
  
  

    

Phone: Email:   
    

  
Will you attend the Wednesday morning tour of the National Weather Center?  YES or NO 

  

Will you attend the Thursday afternoon tour of Urban Farmhouse Designs?  YES or NO 

 

Will you attend the Thursday evening event at the Oklahoma County OSU Extension Center?   YES or NO 

 

Registration- 

easy as 1.2.3. 

1. Record the amount you are paying in the right column. 
2. Enclose a check with your amount, made payable to: 
                                                         “Major County OSU Extension” 
                                                         with OEAFCS in the memo line 
3. Mail to Dana Baldwin, Major County OSU Extension Office 
                                              500 E. Broadway, Courthouse Suite 3 
                                              Fairview, Oklahoma  73737 

OEAFCS Members (choose one)     

  
Full-time conference registration          
(includes Thursday evening event) $100.00 $ 

  

  
Thursday only 
(all day, includes lunch 

 and evening event) $80.00 $ 

  Friday only (includes lunch) $60.00 $ 

Guest Registration/Students (choose one)     

  Guest full-time registration $75.00 $ 

  

  
Thursday morning only/ business 

meeting  and lunch $25.00 $ 

FEW Registration (Faithful Extension Workers, retired)     

  Full-time conference registration $75.00 $ 

  Friday morning –no lunch $00.00 $ 

  Friday morning  and lunch $25.00 

$______________

_ 
  

                                                                                                                           TOTAL       $ ___________ 

Office Use Only:  Date Received _____/_____/_____   Check # _________    Receipt # ________________ 
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If you are donating to the OEAFCS Awards Program and/or 

to the 4-H Advanced FCS Scholarship Fund, please mail with 

a separate check to Kristy Spalding, OEAFCS Treasurer. 

  

Donations are Easy, Too – Just Different! 

(no limit on amounts) 

  

Record the amount you are paying in the right column. 

  

Write a check for your donation amount, make payable to “Oklahoma 4-H 

Foundation” and put either OEAFCS/4-H Advanced FCS Scholarship 

or OEAFCS/Awards on the memo line. These donations are tax deduct-

ible. 

  

3.    Mail to Kristy Spalding,  Washita County OSU Extension Office, 

       125W. Main, Cordell, OK 73632 

  
  

 

                                       OEAFCS Awards Program                                       

_$__________ 

                                       4-H Advanced FCS Scholarship Donation            

_$__________ 

                                                                            TOTAL DONATIONS          

_$__________ 

  

Name: ________________________________ 

 

PLEASE PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO HOW CHECKS ARE TO BE MADE 
OUT AND MAILING INSTRUCTIONS!!! 

 

_____________POSTMARK BY APRIL 3, 2017_____________ 


