










Similar but darker 



Similar to O. korrae 



From: Turfgrass Patch Diseases Caused by Ectotrophic Root-infecting Fungi, eds:B. Clarke and A. Gould. 1993. APS Press St. Paul, MN 









2006 

2007 







Disease 

Environment 
(transition zone) 

Host 
(bermudagrass) 







Te
m

pe
ra

tu
re

 (F
) 

Generalized schematic for soil temperatures at 4” 

Disease window 







Here is the fungus,  
but what it is 
doing ? 



GFP 
(green) 

tdTom 
(red) 



















Fungal diversity (percent) recovered from O. herpotricha inoculated and non-inoculated 
bermudagrass roots and stolons/rhizomes. 

                                                 
  Ophiosphaerella herpotricha   Non-inoculated Control 

Fungal genera  Stolons/rhizomes  Roots   Stolons/rhizomes  Roots 
Bipolaris spp.  14.3  11.8  55.6  6.3 
Fusarium spp.  35.7  40.8  11.1  68.8 
O. herpotricha  7.1  15.8    -    - 

     
    

Macrophomina spp.    -  3.9    -  12.5 
Microdiplodia spp.  3.6  1.3    -    - 
Microsphaeropsis spp.    -    -  5.6    - 
Mortierella spp.    -  1.3  5.6    - 
Nectria spp.    -  1.3    -  6.3 

Populations obtained from two samples collected on 30 October 2006 twice from Tifway 
bermudagrass inoculated with O. herpotricha, or once from a non-inoculated site.  
Values in the same column are expressed as percent of total fungal isolates cultured from either 
stolons/rhizomes or roots.  
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Generalized schematic for soil temperatures at 4” 

Disease window 





Non-treated Control plots on May 9, 2006 



Non-treated Control on March 28, 2007 



Non-treated Control on May 2, 2007 





CELEBRATION   2842.7  
SUNDEVIL II   2562.0  
TIFT NO. 1   2511.0  
SOUTHERN STAR  2241.7  
PRINCESS 77   2234.3  
NUMEX SAHARA  2062.7  

ARIZONA COMMON  1756.7  
GN-1    1720.7  
CONTESSA (SWI-1045)  1646.0  
SWI-1012   1471.7  
RIVIERA   1311.7  
MS-CHOICE   1250.3  

PATRIOT  940.0  
YUKON  763.7  
SWI-1014  745.7  
TIFWAY  178.0  
MIDLAWN  41.0 
OKC 70-18  8.3  
TIFSPORT  6.3  

Cultivar                   Patch size (cm2) 

Cultivar           Patch size (cm2) 

Cultivar                   Patch size (cm2) 





















Spring Dead Spot of Bermudagrass: 
Biology and Management 

Questions? 


